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A NOBLE GOAL!!

22 May 1902 Ad in 
the Meyersdale 

Republican



BIG IDEAS: SETTING THE STAGE FOR MBC!

• Until 1865 British style beer locally 
made, whiskey & rum preferred/easy to 
produce, store, transport

• After 1850 immigration from Britain, 
Ireland, & Germany grew along with 
industrialization/technology

• With German expertise, refrigeration & 
pasteurization, lager style beers ascend: 
lighter, lower alcohol

• Number of breweries explodes, 80% 
operated by 1st/2nd gen German 
immigrants: equilibrium between large & 
small breweries

• Rising influence of temperance-
prohibition movement



BIG IDEAS: SETTING THE STAGE FOR MBC!

• From 1865 to 1914: per capita 4 gal to 
20 gal/3.6 mil barrels to 66 mil barrels

• Brewery workers better 
wages/conditions, 100% union by 1910 
– still long hours/6 days a week

• Brewers organized/PR vs. Temperance: 
personal liberty, economic impact, 
nutrition, German science

• 1900 consolidation of breweries to 
achieve economies of scale, e.g., 
Pittsburgh Brewing Co (22 
branches)/largest capacity in PA

• WWI fueled prohibition: German links no 
longer positive/unpatriotic

M.H. Stack, Jana Weiss, R. Dochter & R. Wagner, Friedrich & Bull



A History of Robust Alcohol Production in 
Somerset County

• 1780’s to 1830’s: Rye     Whiskey

• One bushel = 11 quarts

• 1794: 24 “recorded stills”

• 1810: 92 stills yielding 31,000 gal.

• Common use absent of moral and 
religious sentiment

• Estimate that every 5th farm had a 
copper still

• Whiskey used as barter for supplies

• 1840’s with better transportation of farm 
products, distilling moved to towns

• Bob Hall, The Daily American Nov. 8, 2014



2/5/1914 Meyersdale Commercial: Liquor Licenses Approved

 Somerset Co. – 85 total applicants: 74 
retail, 4 brewers, 6 distillers, 1 wholesale

 Meyersdale (pop 3741 in 1910) and 
Summit Township (pop 3606 in 1910)

 Hotels: Keystone, Colonial, Slicer, 
Altmiller, American, Union

 Brewers: Meyersdale BC, Rockwood BC, 
Windber BC, Jenner BC

 Distillers: 

 Shultz (Brothersvalley)

 Somerset (Conemaugh)

 Buhl & Gatesman (Meyersdale)

 Topper (New Baltimore)

 Harry Landman (Somerset)

 Christopher Johnston (Summit)



MBC BEGINS!

 Meyersdale Republican 20 December 1900

 Charter for “Meyersdale Brewing Company” to be applied for by:

 Julius “Louis” Stemmler (Latrobe/Bradenville) – in Meyersdale with his family by 1897; 
renting a home in 1903 as brewery president and GM

 Adam Stemmler (Latrobe/Bradenville) – involved in start up of Latrobe Brewing Co from 
1893 - 1895

 Louis Maier (Latrobe), vice president and superintendent

 Hugo Lorentz

 Edward Leonard – 1903 a Meyersdale homeowner

 Brewery Board of Directors included Thomas Rees or Reese (a distiller) & A.C. 
Fulmer, both of Meyersdale 



Sanborn Maps: Great Historical Resources



TIP OF THE CAP!!

• Meyersdale Fire 
Department 1896

• Sanborn Map 1897

• 30 members

• Two independent hose 
carts

• 1000’ 2 ½ inch hose

• 24 double hydrants



MBC BEGINS!

 Meyersdale Commercial 11 January 1901

 Ground broken by Meyersdale Planing Company

 Completed summer 1901

Meyersdale Planing Co. located 

at 7th & Broadway



MBC BEGINS!

 Master Brewer: F.O. Moesmer and Assistant Charles Vallman, Brooklyn NY

 Main building (45’ X48’) built of brick with four stories, fronting on Grant Street & the 
Salisbury  Branch of the B & O RR – B & O to build a siding alongside the plant – will 
contain the primary brewing equipment

 Rear of main building parallel to RR a one-story frame building (45’ X 65’) for the 
engine, boiler, ice making equipment

 Water from Sand Spring Water Co. and the spring near the “Yellow House” built by 
Jacob Olinger in 1848 – described as the “elegant spring of pure water” in Meyersdale 
Commercial 8 August 1901

 Capacity: 15,000 bbl. annually employing 10 men

 Cost of plant: $50,000 ($1.9 million in 2024 dollars)



Engineering & Equipped by Vilter Mfg. Company

• Milwaukee based, spearheaded 
refrigeration movement

• Corliss steam engines

• Forerunner in cooling industry

• Equipped national breweries, 
e.g., Schlitz, Blatz, Pabst

• Still top-ranked in industrial 
refrigeration

• Steam boiler, 25 ton ice machine, 
wash room, racking room, 
condensing room, mash tub, 
brewing kettle, fermenting cellar, 
storage for 16,000 bushels malt, 
cooperage

• Capacity 15,000 bbl. annually





Photo courtesy of 

Donald Meyers Watson 

Jr



FIRST DELIVERIES

 Per Commercial 8 Aug 1901

 Daily deliveries (except Sunday) 
of ICE began around 1 August 
1901 

 Capacity: 10 tons daily

 Resident Luke Hay contracted to 
handle the ice

 Waiting for yeast to arrive

 Expect first beer Sept 1901 

 Per Republican 8 Aug 1901

 Free ice samples 1 August

 Started brewing 3 August, beer 
expected in several weeks

 25 ton ice machine/5 tons daily



Meyersdale Republican 17 October 1901



EARLY MBC AD in Meyersdale Republican

Appeared 8 Aug 1901



Events from 1901 - 1904

 Republican 28 Nov. 1901: Brewery wagon driven by Oliver Weller 
turning onto Center from Main, slid on ice, throwing 12 year old Henry 
Stemmler to the curb – cared for in Hartley’s Store

 Somerset County Star 30 Oct. 1902: apparent MBC agent and West 
Salisbury resident, Charles Koontz, raided by police – “positive 
indications of an illicit drinking joint in Mr. Koontz’s house”



Events from 1901 - 1904

 Republican 20 Nov. 1902: Begin bottling beer, ale, Porter in December 
1902

 Republican 19 Nov. 1903: Erect large barn near railroad siding

 Commercial 10 Nov. 1904: Connellsville associates, led by Michael 
Hurley, secured controlling interest in MBC via purchase of Stemmler 
and Reese stock – “the new men are hustlers and will push the 
business”

 Republican 17 Nov. 1904: Purchasers from Connellsville – Michael 
Hurley, John L. Dixon, P.J. Adams, & T.F. Mahon – to improve quality, 
facility, and induce new dealers

 Somerset Co Star 17 Nov. 1904: purchase price approx. $100,000



Sanborn Map September 1904



Sanborn Map September 1904 Enlarged



IMPACT OF CONNELLSVILLE CAPITAL

 Commercial 2 Mar. 1905: New ice house with 600 ton capacity/added 
more draft horses

 James L. “Jimmy” Dixon, son of John Dixon, Sr. (Ireland) of ownership 
group, directing operations on site

 Somerset Co Star 22 June 1905: Quality of MBC beer recognized by 
United States Health Bulletin

 Commercial 16 Nov. 1905: volume of sales increasing, Board decides to 
expand plant – experience and expertise of new brewmaster John 
Hartung recognized – selling now beyond Somerset County

 Commercial 30 Nov. 1905: plant expansion in all departments  started, 
new buildings by Meyersdale Planing Mill



IMPACT OF CONNELLSVILLE CAPITAL

 Republican 21 June 1906: Expansion completed, Board increased 
capital stock to $100,000

 Republican 22 Aug. 1907: Added a larger state of the art Henes & Keller 
bottle filler to meet increasing demand for bottled beer



20 August 1908

Meyersdale 

Republican



20 August 1908 

Meyersdale Republican



3 September 1908

Meyersdale Republican



17 December 1908 Meyersdale Republican



17 June 1909

Meyersdale Republican



“DOWN WHERE THE KREITZBURGER FLOWS”

The Republic 30 July 1970

• Kreitzberger a local farmer & land-
owner involved in building & 
operating MBC

• Lived on Salisbury branch line of 
the B & O

• Ad from Meyersdale Republican 19 
December 1907

• Cooperage run by John Wilhelm of 
Berkley Mills master carpenter 
(died 20 June 1925/Union 
Cemetery)



SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE!!



23 September 1909 Meyersdale Republican



DISASTER STRIKES #1: “Storm of Cyclonic Fury”

Republican 23 June 1910

• Tornado-like storm Saturday 5 pm 
on 18 June 1910

• Greatest damage to MBC, Robert 
Spence house, Donges Theater

• MBC: part of north wall caved in, 
roof hurled against Spence house 
and as far as Olinger Street 
extension

• Ruined malting material on 4th floor

• 1800 to 2500 kegs escaped 
damage!!



TNR “A TOWN REMEMBERED” 1999



DAMAGE TO SPENCE HOUSE/GRANT STREET



SANBORN MAP OF MBC September 1910 



CHANGING OF THE GUARD BEGINS

 Republican 5 Feb. 1914

 Death of Thomas Mahon from Connellsville

 Superintendent of MBC for 9 years

 Immigrated from Ireland as a child with his parents/did not marry

 Learned carpentry, bookkeeping/had a grocery store in Connellsville

 Uncle of James “Jimmie” Dixon, MBC manager

 Lived at the Slicer Hotel/shared home with the Dixons’ in Connellsville

 Member of Meyersdale Loyal Order of Moose

 A gentleman and a poet, known for his integrity and business acumen



“STRIKE OF BREWERY WORKERS SPEEDILY SETTLED 
AND DROUGHT BROKEN”

 Republican 28 May 1914: Nine men strike re: wage issue – lasted less 
than one week

 “But the drought was broken Wednesday afternoon and now the foamy 
fluid brewed by Master Brewer John Hartung again gurgles cheerfully 
down union, as well as non-union gullets, at 5cents per schooner, as of 
yore. Also Breumeister Hartung, “Jimmie” Dixon and Harvey Stahl are 
again able to sleep the sound slumber of the just with nothing on but 
their pajamas, instead of catching only forty winks of sleep now and 
then with their work harness on their backs.”



25 June 1914 Meyersdale Republican



CHANGING OF THE GUARD CONTINUES

 Republican 17 Dec. 1914

 Death of Michael Hurley

 President of MBC/largest property owner of Connellsville/largest investor

 Born in Ireland in 1832/immigrated in 1864 with wife Hanora Hennessey

 Started work as a common laborer in PA’s oil region then RR construction

 Hotelier in Ursinia and eventually Connellsville

 Never took a drink in his long life

 President of South Connellsville Lumber Co/stockholder in the First & Second 
National Banks

 He & Hanora had 11 children/after Hanora’s death in 1901, he married Anna 
Weber of Meyersdale



SOMERSET COUNTY’S “FROSTY SONS OF THUNDER”
Meyersdale Commercial 18 February 1915

1913 in Barrels

 Windber No.2 8,420

 Jenner 3,210

 Rockwood 10,360

 Meyersdale 6,143

 TOTAL 28,133

1914 in Barrels

 Windber No.2 16,195

 Jenner 8,706

 Rockwood 8,585

 Meyersdale 5,720

 TOTAL 39,206



12 August 1915 Meyersdale Republican



New Year’s Ad from 

9 December 1915 

Meyersdale Republican



21 September 1916 Meyersdale Republican



CHANGING OF THE GUARD CONTINUES

 Republican 1 March 1917

 Death of John Dixon, Sr. 

 Born in Ireland/married Anna Mahon of Connellsville/six children

 Proprietor of Central Hotel, Connellsville, from 1880 until death

 James L. “Jimmie” Dixon, son, manager & secretary/treasurer of MBC

 Well known and respected with a genial disposition



DISASTER STRIKES #2: Fire 7 March 1917

 Republican 8 March 1917: Main building burned/fire of unknown origin

 Alarm rung in late/extreme cold (2 deg.)/brew house and carload of 
hops sustained main damage

 Loss estimated at $8 to $10,000

 Fire company & citizens fought blaze, saved engine room, ice plant and 
refrigeration area

 Reich & Son’s furniture horse team hauled hose & ladders from south 
side and main fire house

 James Dixon – will probably rebuild after insurance adjustment

 John Hartung rescued his blue-devil motorcycle



DISASTER STRIKES #2 CONTINUED

 Commercial 8 March 1917

 Watchman on top floor saw no fire 10 minutes before alarm

 Fire started in grain storage on top floor/interior made of pine

 Saved machinery and stock on lower floor, walls remained standing

 Saved engine house, most machinery, beer

 Loss estimated at $50,000

 “The fire company responded promptly and in larger numbers than 
usual and made all possible effort to save all the property possible.”



WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BREWERY?

Sanborn Map 

Aug 1919

“Manufacturing 

Ice”

Prohibition 

begins 17 

January 1920



SHERIFF’S SALE 5 DECEMBER 1924

Republican 20 November 1924

Sale of a lot of James L. Dixon on Grant Street

Sale of Meyersdale Brewery Property



SANBORN MAP JUNE 1930

Only walls standing

Outbuildings absent



What Happened to James L. “Jimmie” Dixon?

 Secretary/treasurer and MBC manager from time of Connellsville purchase

 Built a house on Grant Street near the current Legion Post (TNR 30 July 1970); 
married Carella Madigan of Connellsville, had six children, married 52 years

 Working as foreman in road construction in Clearfield County/residence still in 
Meyersdale (MR 13 Oct 1927)

 Had moved to Washington DC by 1929 (MR 28 Feb 1929); Died there in 1959



MEET JOHN HARTUNG, MBC’S MASTER BREWER

Born in Germany, immigrated in mid-
1880’s, expert brewer who became 
brewmaster for MBC in 1904

Had two children with his wife, who 
died around 1899, never remarried

Retired shortly after fire at MBC, 
remained in Meyersdale

Owned a home on Grant Street

Known for his courteous, refined 
manner & stylish attire

Called the “Bonny Brewmaster” and 
“Boom-bay”

Had a portly architecture!



THE BEAU BRUMMEL OF MEYERSDALE

 Reported to have owned the first 
car in Meyersdale, a Maxwell 
runabout

 After work during summer would 
do joy rides with women & 
children

 During winter, took up roller 
skating in Reich’s Auditorium, also 
known as the Summer Garden

 Retired after the fire; remained in 
Meyersdale until his death in 1921



“BRUIN VS. BREWIN, BEAR BEATS BEER”
Republican 14 March 1912



Sources for Profile of Brewmaster John Hartung

 Meyersdale Republican: 14 Mar. 1912, 5 June 1914, 28 May 1914, 8 Mar. 1917, 29 
Mar. 1917, 15 Sept. 1921, 22 Sept. 1921

 Meyersdale Republic: 30 July 1970

 Meyersdale Commercial: 16 Nov. 1905

 John Hartung certificate of death, County of Somerset, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, filed 17 Sept. 1921, file #86166



CHEERS & SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Jennifer Hurl

Archivist

Meyersdale Public Library

Samantha “Sam” Schardt

Volunteer

Meyersdale Public Library

Terri Foster

Director

Meyersdale Public Library


